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By Robert Planning ' - -.; *5^; 

Special to.The Globe 

* ■ ■ ~sr hen President Reagan at ' 

' i his news conference late' 1 

r.ii. in February delivered his > 
-i; astonishing version .of.-* 

. W-li^L how the United States got . 

/into wair in Vietnam .’mymLnd went back- 
Y to a pair of photograph^ taken in 1945..J 
‘tOne^shcws American OSS agents who had -j 
i lnflltrated into Vietnam; they are teaching ;; 

; Vietnamese insurgents how tb throw hand i 

- grenades... The other, taken on- Sept. % j 
-1945, shows Vietnamese followers of Ho 1 

Chi Mlnh saluting as the flag of Ho’s newly jj 

• proclaimed independent Republic of Viet- 
nam .is . raised.. Standing, with' the Viet- .j 

- nameseat full salute are uniformed Ameri- . 

- can members of the OSS team. ■ . . y , • •• ‘i; 

) .Contrary’to Mr. Reagan’s simplistic re- . 

>. construction of history. America’s Involve^'; 

; ment In its longest war began not sudden-- 
; ly In- 1965, but at the time pinpointed* in : • 

/ those photographs. When President John- : 

son (not President Kennedy, as Mr. Reagan ., 

. said) ordered a brigade of US Marines into 
Vietnam, the United States had been In-:; 
'creasingly Involved for 20'years in the 
struggle for. control of Vietnam, and had 

• already become engaged in fighting there. . • 
LiUtlt began with that OSS mission In the- 
[ waning days of World War n. The wartime 
/agency, later to become the; CIA, sent the, 
yteam, under a young Army major named' 
^Archimedes Patti, to ’’establish an IntelliA 

• gence network tri the entire, peninsula off. 

. Indo-Chlna. 4 ’. Itwas thought then that the 1 
[fight against Japan, whose forces had oc- 

: cupied Vietnam, might go on for another' 

• two or three-*years. Patti’s . team was , 

*> charged with' reconnoltering Japanese 

forces and harassing them when possible, 
and with establishing escape routes for 
shot-down American fliers. It needed reli- 
- able native contacts. Patti, drawing on an 
OSS dossier, that told of the .exploits of a 
'• tough.' wispy-seeming .Vietnamese Com- ' 
j inunist'. called Ho .-Chi :• Mii}h (’’He who' • 
f enlighteris’’);;set/6ut^ to'hbpk [up with the' 

i/cohsiderablefiiodergrduhd.Tmrganizatlon/ 



’organize' against the return of ‘ Indo- 
cChina*s*Premdicolonizersafter the war^ 

t Though^those old photographs; today/ 
■i see nv to drip-wtth irony - the spectacle of. 

^ Am^rican»gnboming for-warthe very soP-j 
' latjm^ttarcbMabmfapj 


^feresiden Q?ra dkliri Roosewrit/was to opr *, 
gJos&jfrano^retum-to/conUpl over-lndo-^ 
OSS- mission;, brain^' Ho,', his, 
pSchoolteacher. turned general^Vo Nguyen : 
jfeiap^iandi'their. several* hundred lnsur- 
'gehts fri modera' military tactics and pro-.- 
jvided Urem with machinegunsi-Brownlng. 

| automAtlc/rtfles. and gren«Jesl- Perhaps as 
vmany'ks 200. future leader3.pf ; Ncrth Viet-^ 
< nam’s armed forces got eaity training from-j 
t the AmericaniQSS men. ’-'Soibeof us,” Pa£- j 
| ti wrote later.^fnay have suspected that In j 
j the future th^veapons andbraining might. ; 
{ be used against the French/but no one. 
J dreamed, that /they would^eyer/be used ; 
f-a gainst Americans.”.'- 

■ *-.• 

. A change In American policy;',.. “ " . 4 

The collaboration between' 'Americans ] 
and Ho’s Vietnamese was offer more than j 
’i&chhlcal v5lue'to Ho/ His artful use of the ■ 
^niance'sprCad throughout' Vietnam the, 
^rhpressioh^tiuat that Amerira truly fa-; 
, 6 Vbred Vietnamese independence and-sup; j 
[^rted ’ Hff ’Chi'MInh’s detenntoation to ’ 
; fdrestalf Fiance's return. 1 Ort the day ’he ‘ 
f proclaimed-; independence.vf/ r the’ event ; 
i^emorlalized- in the flag-raising photo — ■ 
Cfio relei^edja Declaration of independence • 
^rawing heavily on the language of Ameri- ‘ 


-life, and liberty, kind of transposed.' and I ; 
'.^worked; |tout a little bit for htrn . -V”),,^ >r 

T^'And as the* Republic’s red flag with Its ; 
yellow star was being raised, there ! 
-Appeared overhead. qulte inadvertently. It I 
'•appears,!- a squadron of American -fighter j 
Cplanes.;.Out.,of, curiosity.:; the , planes^ 
eSWCoped low. .over, the Independence Day ; 
c prowd, and.:word soon swept through the j 
Ippuntryside ofcan American aerial. salute, j 
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